
 

September 18, 2020 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

On behalf of the Student Services staff, I am delighted to welcome you back to the new school year.  I hope the 
first week has gone well. We have spent many hours working to prepare for a smooth return to school. I have 
appreciated your ongoing feedback and collaboration throughout the school closure as we have worked together to 
provide our students with the necessary supports to succeed. Strong home school partnerships will continue to be 
important for our success.  Our staff has been hard at work reaching out to families, gathering information about 
our students and their learning and developing service delivery schedules, ensuring the provision of F.A.P.E as we 
return to school in the hybrid model. We will summarize these conversations in a special education learning plan 
document. You can expect a copy of a special education learning plan to come home the week  of September 28, 
2020 which will include your child’s schedule for all IEP services, a breakdown of in-person and remote 
instruction,  and any adjustments that may be in place due to the Hybrid model. We look forward to  working with 
each student to assess where they are and then as we approach the November conferences, convening team 
meetings to determine if additional or compensatory services will be necessary to ensure your child meets their 
IEP goals. Team meetings will remain virtual in most cases this year to limit the number of people in each 
building. Of course if this does not work for you and your family, discuss this with the meeting chairperson.  

In addition, Each year state regulations mandate that you receive a copy of the Parent's Notice of Procedural 
Safeguards  We have selected September each year to notify parents. I would encourage you to read and maintain 
this brochure to be able to reference throughout the school year. If you have any questions regarding the contents 
of these “Safeguards”, please contact myself or the assistant principal for special education at your student’s 
school.  Should you require a hard copy, we will be happy to provide you with one. 

Also, please look for invitations to   attend  a meeting of the Norwell  Special Education Parent Advisory 
Committee.  The SEPAC is an important resource for the families of Norwell as well as to the Student Service 
Department in the role of school and family liaison.  Your participation is integral in assisting the district in 
providing an appropriate educational environment for all of our students.  Monthly meetings will be posted on the 
district website in the weeks to come.  

Attached to this letter you will find, both  the Parent's Notice of Procedural Safeguards, a DESE faq document 
and a Back to School Letter from Russell Johnston, Senior Associate Commissioner and State Director of Special 
Education a letter from the Department of Education  

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us should you have thoughts or concerns to share, Best wishes for the new 
year! 

Sue 


